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INTERVENTIONS USING OF THE ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORD TO IMPROVE CARE OF PATIENTS WITH HEART DISEASE
P.A. Heidenreich
VA Palo Alto HCS, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, USA
The increased use of electronic medical records has created an opportunity to impact clinical decisions through reminders or other clinical decision support.  This presentation will discuss several randomized trials of interventions that use the medical record to impact provider prescribing practices for patients with heart disease.  Several trials of heart failure care will be discussed with outcomes of increased use of angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors, beta-blockers and implantable cardioverter defibrillators in appropriate patients.  Recent, unpublished data will be presented from a trial testing an intervention to reduce inappropriate echocardiography.  Specifically, I will discuss how a note to the physician at the end of the echocardiography report that recommended for or against a follow-up study had an impact on subsequent testing.  Potential barriers to implementing these interventions will be discussed.  Data on the cost and impact will demonstrate that these types of interventions have a small but significant impact on treatment and their very low cost makes them a good value (highly cost-effective).  

